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LETTER OF TRANSMISSION 


To His Excellency, 
WILLIAM B. UMSTEAD, 


Governor of North Carolina 


Dear Governor Umstead: 


The year 1953 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the 
North Carolina Department of Archives and History, 
the completion of its first half century of service to the 
people of North Carolina. In this connection it has 
seemed appropriate to compile and publish a brief state- 
ment of what has been accomplished during this period. 
In behalf of the Department, it is my privilege to submit 
this record of achievement to you and to our citizenry, 
with full confidence that the next half century will wit- 
ness an even greater record of service. 


Yours respectfully, 
B.F, BROWN | 
Chairman, Executive Board 


Raleigh, 


November 1, 1953 
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ROBERT DIGGES WIMBERLY CONNOR 


First Secretary of the Historical Commission (1903-1921) and for many years a 
member and chairman of the Commission’s (Department’s) governing board 
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PROGRAM OF THE DEPARTMENT 


To care for official records and private manuscripts 
relating to North Carolina history, to make these sources 
available for use, to publish materials on the state’s past, 
to preserve and display objects illustrating that subject, 
to mark and assist in preserving historic sites, and to 
aid and encourage other historical activities in the state. 
In a word, to preserve the record of our past and to make 
our people more conscious of the heritage that is theirs. 
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THE FIRST HALE CENTURY 


The North Carolina Department of Archives and History 
A Record of Achievement 
1903-19538 


The North Carolina Department of Archives and 
History represents an act of faith of the people of our 
state—a faith that our history is worth preserving, that 
the deeds and accomplishments of our ancestors can 
serve as a guide and an inspiration in meeting the prob- 
lems of the present day. “This State of your nativity,” 
declared our great crusader for universal education, 
Governor Charles B. Ayeock, “is worthy of your love. 
Her history is suc& as to justify your pride i her. Her 
achievements compare with any other State, and make 
her sons, wherever they be, proud to be known as North 
Carolinians.” The Department of Archives and History 
was established and is maintained to preserve the record 
of our past and to keep that record fresh in the minds 
and hearts of our citizens. 
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HISTORICAL REAWAKENING 


A little. more than fifty years ago there began in 
North Carolina a historical renaissance that ever since 
has grown and developed on a continually expanding 
scale. Our historical records have been more carefully 
preserved, our colonial and early state records and many 
other important series of documents have been pub- 
lished, a state-wide literary and historical society has 
been formed, local historical groups have become active, 
our universities, colleges, and public schools have come 
to pay more attention to our history, historical dramas 
have been produced, and better state and local histories 
have been written and published. Thus our history has 
become better known both to our own people and to the 
nation at large. 


For this historical reawakening no claim is made 
that the Department of Archives and History is solely 
responsible, for many groups and individuals have done 
their part. But the record indicates that the Department 
has played a major role in this development. 


The Department (established in 1903 as the State 
Historical Commission—name changed in 1948) has 
grown from small beginnings to large-scale activities. 
The appropriation has increased from $500 to more than 
$150,000, the staff from one to twenty-nine, and the 
space occupied from one room to a large section of one 
of the newest state buildings. Most important of all, 
the services rendered have been constantly improved 
and expanded. 
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PRESERVING THE RECORDS 


No one. has ever counted the number of individual 
items in the Department’s archives and almost certainly 
no one ever will, for the quantity is so vast that it has to 
be measured in numbers of containers or cubic feet. 
There are official records of the three branches of the 
state government and of most of the counties, together 
with census and other records of the United States and 
copies of materials in foreign archives. Unofficial ma- 
terials include the papers of many individuals and fami- 
lies, a large map collection, early newspapers, pam- 
phlets, and school textbooks. 


These materials have been used by officials of the 
state, the counties, and the municipalities as well as by 
those of other states and of the United States govern- 
ment; by persons seeking genealogical information; and 
by those in search of data needed for establishing pen- 
sion claims, securing birth certificates, establishing ell- 
gibility for social security benefits, or obtaining employ- 
ment. Of particular importance has been the use of the 
records by faculty members and graduate students of 
leading educational institutions in the United States and 
foreign countries. Hundreds of North Carolina and local 
histories and other historical studies have been based to 
a greater or lesser extent upon these materials. Without 


them, in fact, it would be impossible to make a complete 


and thorough study of most phases of the state’s history. 


A great deal of progress has been made in pro- 
moting a sound and economical program of modern rec- 
ords administration. A state records microfilm project 
has been established and a new records center com- 
pleted, both administered by the Department. 
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Courtesy Cnited Fates Miheriive Cones 


Air view of Fort Macon, one of the historic properties which the Department has 
cooperated in restoring and preserving 
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View of the courtyard at Fort Macon 
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HISTORIC SITES | 


Within the borders of North Carolina there are hun- 
dreds of.old houses, battlefields, sites of Indian villages, 
and other historic places which the Department has 
marked or assisted in preserving. In the early years 
several dozen historical tablets were placed. More re- 
cently the roadside historical marker has come into 
vogue, and more than 700 of these have been erected in 
every part of the state. 


The Department does not directly acquire or main- 
tain historic sites, but cooperates with others engaged in 
such work. By conducting research, advising, and assist- 
ing in planning, it has aided in many restoration and 
reconstruction projects and the Director serves ex officio 
or by election asa member of many agencies and organi- 
zations in the field. 
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A few of the publications, totalling more than three hundred, that have been issued 
by the Department 
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HISTORY ENS PRINT 


In the beHef that one of the best ways to teach our 
people their history is to publish and distribute mate- 
rials in this field, the Department from the beginning 
has conducted an active publication program. By the 
end of June, 1953, no léss than 305 separate publications 
and reprints had been issued. | 


In publishing the source materials of its history 
perhaps no state has a better record than North. Caro- 
lina. Seventeen years before the establishment of the 
Historical Commission the state beg'an the publication 
of “The Colonial Records” and “The State Records,” 
compilation of important sources of North Carolina his- 
tory for the colonial and revolutionary periods and the | 
early years of statehood. The Department has under- 
taken to supplement this fundamental thirty-volume 
series with volumes of letters, diaries, and other docu- 
ments. By the end of the first half-century no less than 
thirty-eight such volumes had been issued and more 
than a dozen others were ready for the printer or in 
| preparation. 


“The North Carolina eee onvea Review” is a quar- 
terly now in its thirtieth volume. Each issue has con- 
tained articles, documents, book reviews, historical news, 
and other materials—a vast storehouse of information 
on the history of the state and on historical activities’ 
therein. 

Various other publications have been issued, includ- 
ing a biennial report. 
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One of the old wings of the Hall ot History in the Library Building 
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SEEING HISTORY 


What was in the beginning a mere handful of his- 
torical relics has grown into a modern state historical 
museum, the Hall of History. In the early years the 
emphasis was placed on collecting, and the state was 
combed for historical museum objects. Thousands of 
these were brought together, a large proportion of them 
guns, uniforms, and other items relating to the wars in 
which North Carolina has participated. Little attention 
was paid to appropriate methods of display. 

More recently the collections have been rounded out 
in order to depict in balanced proportion the various 
periods and phases of the state’s history, especially the 
non-military. The exhibits have been completely re- 
worked in accordance with modern museum practices. 
A number of period galleries have been arranged, the 
first dealing with the Indians and the earliest white 
settlers, the second with the colonial and revolutionary 
periods, and so on through the history of the state. Sev- 
eral galleries are used to illustrate special topics such 
as arms and armor or recent acquisitions. In a crait 
room early arts and crafts are demonstrated, and in 
special rooms study collections are made available. 

Exhibits are changed from time to time and a work- 
able records and finding system has been introduced. 
Hours have been lengthened until now the museum is 
open every day of the year except Christmas. The popu- 
larity of the Hall of History has increased steadily, so 
that at the present time the number of visitors totals 
some 100,000 annually. 
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Scene from “The Lost Colony,” by Paul Green, produced every summer at Fort Raleigh 
gn, 
Roanoke Island, one of the outdoor historical dramas which the 
Department has assisted in promoting 
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BiSslOnyY TtOR LEE PHOPE 


In the belief that every effort should be made to 
promote and encourage historical activities by our peo- 
ple, the Department has maintained a kind of extension 
service for the public. Information has been supplied 
in response to tens of thousands of requests. The data 
thus given have varied all the way from a routine state- 
ment about the state bird or the state flower (usually in 
response to an inquiry from a school child) to a carefully 
prepared analysis of the state’s official attitude toward 
racial segregation in connection with ratification of the 
Fourteenth Amendment (for the state Attorney Gen- 
eral) or detailed statements regarding materials in the 
Department’s archives that might be useful for ad- 
vanced historical research. 

The Department has worked closely with state-wide 
and local historical and patriotic groups. It has assisted 
in the celebration of anniversaries, the production of 
historical dramas, and the writing and publication of 
high-standard state and local histories. On a broader 
seale, it has played a significant part in the activities of 
various national and regional historical and allied or- 
ganizations. 


Indeed, the Department has come to be recognized 
as the clearing house for almost every kind of historical 
project and activity in North Carolina. For many years 
there has been hardly a single movement in this field 
that has not been either promoted by the Department or 
else carried on with its assistance and cooperation. 
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HOW THE DEPARTMENT IS ADMINISTERED 


The Department’s broad policies are controlled by 
an Executive Board of seven members, appointed by the 
Governor for overlapping terms of six years each. The 
Board elects a Director, and under him and his imme- 
diate staff the work is carried on by three Divisions: 
Archives and Manuscripts, Museums, and Publications. 

There have been definite advantages in having the 
state’s historical program conducted by a separate, semi- 
independent agency. The Department, without other 
duties or functions, has been able to concentrate its un- 
divided attention on the well defined field prescribed by 
statute. Had the program been handled by a larger 
agency, which in addition had been assigned various 
other duties and responsibilities, it is questionable 
whether so much initiative would have been shown or 
so much accomplished. 
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EXECUTIVE HEADS 
SINCE 1921 


DANIEL HARVEY HILL 


Secretary of the Historical Commission, 
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Secretary of the Historical Commission, 
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CHRISTOPHER CRITTENDEN 
Executive head of the Commission 


(Department) since 1935 
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A WORD OF GRATITUDE 


No worth-while undertaking can be carried on, no 
program can be successfully conducted, by one indi- 
vidual alone, for the aid and cooperation of many per- 
sons and organizations are needed. Certainly this has 
been the case of the Department of Archives and His- 
tory. If the Department’s program has been successful 
and has resulted in notable services to the people of the 
state, the credit should go to the many sources from 
which support has been received. 

The various Governors have sympathetically pro- 
moted the Department’s work, and active assistance has 
been given by many state agencies and institutions. 
The Executive Board has wisely administered the pro- 
gram, and appreciation is due especially to the successive 
Chairmen—W. J. Peele, J. Bryan Grimes, Thomas M. 
Ramon, NG. a. Nobie: he DW: Connor, and BF. 
Brown. If any one individual is to be singled out for the 
lion’s share of the credit, that person undoubtedly is 
R. D. W. Connor, who as first Secretary of the Historical 
Commission did more than anyone else to make the 
agency what it is today. His successors in office—D. H. 
Hill, R. B. House, A. R. Newsome, and the present Di- 
rector—have sought to continue and to expand the pro- 
gram in various ways. The loval and devoted staff has 
efficiently carried on the work. Finally, gratitude is ex- 
pressed to the people of the state who, recognizing the 
value of the Department’s ever-expanding services, 
have seen fit through their representatives in the Gen- 
eral Assembly to provide increasing support for the 
program. 
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No perfen thal be a fengtar who fhall not have at- 
tained ro the age of pee! years, and been mine years a 
citizen of the Unived States, and who fhall nor, jn 

elected, be an inhabsent of that itate for whica he th 
be chofen. 


—-———_ The Vice-Prefident of the Unired States thall be Pre- 


fident of the fenate, byt dhall have no vote, unleis they 
be equally devi ded. 
~ The Senate fhall chufe their other officers, and alfo 
2 Prefident pre tempore, in the adfcace of the Vice-Pre- 
fident, or when be fail exercife the office of Prefident 
of the United States. 
The Senate frail have the fle power to ty all im. 
ments. When figiag for that aa oars + they thall 
on oath or aficina When de Prefi Sent of the 
Unired Sestes ig red, ‘he Chict Juitice hall predide : 
Aad a0 gerion hau ie convicted without the concar- 


reace of protiurds af Ge members prejeat, 
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be approve he thal jin it, but if he shall cetara it, 
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TECGHHUCTRNON TR O-F 5 t houle fhali agree to 
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vores of both boufea thall be determined by yegs and 
Rars, andthe names of the perfons voting fer and 
the bul frail te entered on the yournal of - route refs 
pecearel f any. bill i H not be returned by the Pre. 
fdent within ton davs foundays excepted) after ir thall 
have been prefented tu him, the fame fhail be a jaw, in 
ikke manner ag it he had figned it, unlefs the Congrefs 
by their adjournment prevent its return, in which cafe 


it frail nor be a law. 


~ Every order, tefolution, ar sate toa which the concurs 
renee of the Senate and Moule of Reprefentatives may 
be nevetlany fexeept on a cuettion of adjournment) thail 


be prefenterd to the Prefidenc of the United States, and 
before the tsare. tnall take effect, thall be approved by 


, bet 


hum, o x r cuapproved by him, thail he re-patied by 
rov-thirds of ie Senate and Houle of Reprvlentasixes, 
according to ae rales add limitanons preferbet in the 

ose ofa bill. 
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& 


The original copy of the Constitution of the United States that was sent to 
North Carolina for ratification, from the Department’s archives 
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THE NEXT HALF CENTURY 1707716 


As the Department enters its second half century, 
what should be its major purposes and objectives? By 
what means should it seek to serve the people of North 
Carolina and of the nation, to give the taxpayers the 
greatest possible return on their investment? 


The one primary purpose, the guiding star by which 
we should chart our course, would seem to be clearly 
visible—to carry on unceasingly and relentlessly the 
campaign -for a constantly broadening knowledge by 
our people of their history, for an understanding and 
appreciation of the heritage that is theirs. By preserv- 
ing and publishing the records, by displaying historical 
objects, by marking and preserving historic sites, and 
in every other feasible way the Department should seek 
to make our people a better informed citizenry—in- 
formed of their own American birthright. 


In order fully and completely to carry out this pur- 
pose many things will be required—more funds as the 
need becomes apparent, a larger staff as more services 
are rendered, additional equipment as required. The 
most pressing need, however, is for a new building. Other 
states of the Union, several of them in the South, in re- 
cent years have erected such structures and it would 
seem that North Carolina. for the past half century a 
leader in the historical field, should provide a building 
equal to the very best. Only in a structure adequate in 
size and specially designed to process, preserve, and 
make available for use the source materials of our his- 
tory, to preserve and display historical objects, and to 
carry on its other functions can the Department render 
the most effective service to the state and its people. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 


B. F. Brown, Chairman, Raleigh 
Gertrude S. Carraway, New Bern 
Clarence W. Griffin, Forest City 
W. T. Laprade, Durham 
McDaniel Lewis, Greensboro 

Mrs. P. F. Patton, Hendersonville 
Mrs. B. T. Williams, Stedman 


Christopher Crittenden, Director, Raleigh 


W. Frank Burton, Head, Division of Archives and 
Manuscripts 


D. L. Corbitt, Head, Division of Publications 
Mrs. Joye E. Jordan, Head, Division of Museums 
Edwin A. Miles, Researcher 
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